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Today, Enabling Village 
is not just home to 
many social businesses, 
but also an important 
symbol of our society’s 
commitment to promote 
inclusion, community 
connectedness and 
empowerment.
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Chief Executive, 
Singapore Totalisator Board

Enabling Village...has 
brought all of us closer 
together as a society 
to support persons 
with disabilities.

Beyond being an assistive technology centre, Tech Able also fosters 
solutions for greater independence for persons with disabilities. Our 
partners include tech companies such as Google, Apple, Microsoft, 
and non-profits such as Engineering Good and Tikkun Olam Makers. 
We also collaborate with institutes of higher learning for enabling 
technology solutions.
 
Tech Able also partners organisations to pilot innovative solutions with 
users with disabilities in trialling these prototypes in EV. For example, 
we partnered with Land Transport Authority to develop an accessible 
transport app, MAVIS.

Space to Foster Innovation and Networking 

Since its launch, EV has been an accessible space for all to explore on 
their own or through guided tours. Amid the COVID-19 pandemic, we 
found new ways to connect with the community by taking the in-person 
experience to visitors right in their homes. It’s only a matter of time till 
we meet again, so keep a lookout for upcoming tours!

EV Tours Go Virtual
Mr Desmond Lee, Minister for 
Social and Family Development, 
with the silent heroes,
3 December 2018

A dedicated multi-
functional space 
where caregivers 
can learn, bond with 
other caregivers, or 
rest while their care 
recipients are engaged 
in activities in EV.

Caregivers Pod

This is the first disabled and elderly-
friendly supermarket and training 
facility in Singapore. With accessibility 
features such as special trolleys for 
wheelchair users, the supermarket 
allows independent shopping for all 
and has earned the moniker of the 
‘Enabled Store’.

First Inclusive Supermarket – 
NTUC FairPrice

The first inclusive gym in Singapore was 
built by SG Enable and features specialised 
equipment and programmes for seniors and 
persons with disabilities. Sport Singapore 
manages it and has since opened four 
more inclusive gyms across Singapore.

First Inclusive Gym – ActiveSG Gym

SG Enable, Lien Foundation and AWWA 
conceptualised an inclusive preschool in 
EV. This successful prototype demonstrates 
the possibilities of inclusive education and 
encourages the sharing of best practices in 
early childhood education.

First Inclusive Preschool – 
Kindle Garden

Singapore’s first dedicated rehabilitation 
and wellness centre for stroke survivors 
offers holistic post-stroke rehabilitation. 
S3 uses specialised equipment with 
personalised programmes for stroke 
survivors and has since set up its 
branch in Jurong. 

First Wellness Centre for 
Stroke Survivors – Stroke 
Support Station (S3)

In addition to serving the community, this 
clinic provides subsidised GP services for 
persons with disabilities and vulnerable 
communities. In August 2021, it expanded 
to include dental services for persons with 
disabilities and their families.

Mount Alvernia Hospital’s 
First Outreach Clinic

Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, Minister for Social
and Family Development Tan Chuan-Jin and staff of 
SG Enable at the launch of EV, 2 December 2015

Photo credit: Lianhe ZaobaoCatherine from The Art Faculty recommending these 
beautiful fans to DPM Heng Swee Keat, 21 August 2019

Deputy Prime Minister Heng Swee Keat

I just met a mother with her 
daughter… She shared that 
her daughter has made 
tremendous progress… and she 
is assured that her daughter is 
learning skills and able to earn 
her own salary in future. So this 
is the impact of what you do.

One of the key aims of EV is to become a focal 
point to improve training and employment of 
persons with disabilities. The co-location of 
employment support partners in EV – Autism 
Resource Centre (ARC), MINDS and SPD – 
enabled the integration of services in the disability 
employment ecosystem. 
 
New training and employment models were also 
piloted. The Employability and Employment 
Centre (E2C) by ARC partners employers to 
provide customised training and jobs for persons 
with autism.

In 2019, our EV partner Samsui Supplies & Services 
launched two employment programmes with 
partners like Standard Chartered Bank Singapore 
and Sodexo, with support from SG Enable.

Such innovative prototypes in EV are impactful 
proof points that sustainable employment provides 
persons with disabilities the dignity of work.

New Training and 
Employment Models

Planting a Tembusu tree to mark the groundbreaking 
ceremony, 3 July 2014

Left to right: 
Mr Yuen Kuan Moon; Mr Sam Tan, MP for Radin Mas 
SMC and Minister of State for Culture, Community 
and Youth; Mr Chan Chun Sing, Minister for Social and 
Family Development; Mr Chan Heng Kee, Chairman, 
SG Enable; Mr Phillip Tan, Chairman, Community Chest

Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong

Through our collective 
effort, more persons 
with disabilities will lead 
better and meaningful 
lives, and together, we 
can bring more hope 
and opportunity to 
all and build a more 
inclusive Singapore.

EV has enabled our partners to offer various 
innovative services that support inclusion and 
meet gaps in the disability landscape. These 
prototypes have catalysed greater disability 
inclusion efforts beyond EV.

On 2 December 2015, Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong 
officially opened Enabling Village (EV), located in Redhill, as 
the first inclusive community space in Singapore dedicated 
to integrating persons with disabilities in society. The 
30,000 sqm EV is an initiative supported by partners from 
corporate, non-profit and government sectors.

It Takes a Village
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enablingvillage.sg

EnablingVillageSG

EnablingVillage
• Mum’s Café
• Superhero Me
• The Sapling

• BIM Studio
• Edible Garden City
• Green Corridor
• Junior Art Lab

Former partners sited at EV:

  • Information and Career 
    Centre (MINDS, SPD 

    and SG Enable) 
   • Employability and 
      Employment Centre by ARC
      o Arkademie
      o DataPost
      o EDEN + ELIE
      o Fashion Makerspace
      o My Art Piece

      o National Library Board
      o The Animal Project

      o Tiong Bahru Bakery
     o United Overseas Bank

Training and Employment 

• Art Bar, a
    community 

     project with 
     Starbucks 

• NTUC FairPrice 
• Professor Brawn Bistro
  o Gong Cha
• Samsui Supplies 
   & Services
• Soul Food

• teapasar
• The Art Faculty

• ActiveSG Gym
• CaringSG

• Kindle Garden by AWWA
• Mount Alvernia Clinic

• Stroke Support Station
• Tech Able by SG Enable  
   and SPD
  o Singtel Enabling 
   v Innovation Centre

    o ST Engineering 
         Enabling Technology 

         Centre
• UOB Ability Hub

Amenities & Services

Emeritus Senior Minister Goh Chok Tong, Minister for 
Social and Family Development Tan Chuan-Jin and our 
special model taking a wefie at the ‘Perception’ mural, 
2 December 2016

The ‘Perception’ mural in EV features the 
special models that challenges the public’s 
concept of beauty and advocates for inclusion.  

In 2016, models with disabilities took 
centrestage at Paragon mall as part of 
celebrations to mark 50 years of diplomatic 
ties between Singapore and Japan. EV 
was the community partner for this event 
organised by Ad Planet Group. 

A Special Fashion Show 
for SJ50

Jean Loo
Co-founder, Superhero Me

The beauty of having 
a space like Enabling 
Village is that it allows 
communities to grow. 
We use the arts to bring 
children with disabilities 
together through really 
fun and social settings.

Mr Masagos Zulkifli
Minister for Social and Family Development and 
Second Minister for Health

My hope is that we can all exemplify the spirit of 
the Enabling Village and make our country a truly 
inclusive home for all Singaporeans.

Dignitaries and guests observing the NDP anthem moment

EV participated in the NDP anthem moment as one of seven satellite sites for 
NDP on 9 August 2020. EV represented the social service sector in Singapore’s 
tribute to all during the disruption caused by Covid-19.

EV Represents Social Service Sector 
for National Day Parade (NDP) 2020

Ms Ho Ching hosted Mdm Kim Jung-sook, 
First Lady of the Republic of Korea, 
12 July 2018

EV hosted local and foreign visitors, 
including students, educators, 
corporates, journalists, government 
agencies and foreign delegates.   

Our overseas guests came from South-
east Asian countries and beyond, such 
as China, Japan, USA, and even as far 
as Kenya. Many were awed by what 
was possible, and we hope they were 
inspired to start “Enabling Villages” in 
their hometowns too!

Friends from Near and Far

>4,500 
training and employment 
opportunities for persons with 
disabilities since 2015

186 inclusive events 
(FY18-20)

34,028
participants in EV learning 
journeys (FY16-20)

average footfall 
to EV per month30K

Artist Kenneth Lee, who has mild autism, 
was commissioned to produce an artwork 
under i’mable Collective. His interpretation of 
Singapore’s iconic shophouses was captured 
in merchandise on sale at The Bicentennial 
Experience in Fort Canning Centre in 2019.

Celebrating Singapore’s Bicentennial

An SIA stewardess greets (left to right) Ms Ku Geok Boon, CEO, SG Enable; Ms Denise Phua, President of ARC and Mayor of 
Central Singapore District; Mr Yeoh Phee Teik, Acting Senior Vice President, Customer Experience, SIA; Speaker of Parliament 
Tan Chuan-Jin (May 2018)

Ms Denise Phua
President of Autism Resource Centre and 
Mayor of Central Singapore District

What a great way to fly our 
national flag! We are delighted 
that our differently-abled artists 
can have this global platform to 
showcase their abilities.

Artworks by persons with disabilities went on the 
international stage, thanks to a partnership between 
SIA, ARC and SG Enable in 2018. Starting with in-
flight products designed by artists with special needs, 
KrisShop Cares now carries merchandise from i’mable 
Collective makers such as SPD, TOUCH Community 
Services, and Tinkle Arts.

In 2021, i’mable Collective worked with SIA to upcycle 
aircraft parts and materials into unique gifts and 
products for sale, with proceeds going to the makers.

Strategic Partnership with 
Singapore Airlines (SIA)

i’mable Collective aims to develop a viable 
market for quality merchandise by persons 
with disabilities. With programmes for 
capability building, retail collaboration and 
partnership outreach, it creates enterprise 
opportunities for social impact. 

The upcoming extension of EV will feature 
the flagship store of i’mable Collective.

Awards and Accolades
1. President’s Design Award 2016  
 (Design of the Year)

2. BCA Universal Design Mark Award  
 2016 (Platinum) 

3. Landscape Excellence Assessment  
 Framework (LEAF) 2016  
 (Outstanding Project)  

4. SIA Architectural Design  
 Awards 2016 

5. LIAS Awards 2017 – Landscape  
 Industry Association (Singapore)  
 Award

6. DFA Design for Asia Awards 2017 
 (Grand Award with Special Mention)

7. Singapore Landscape Architecture  
 Awards (SILA) 2017 (Outstanding 
 Award of Excellence)  

8. Featured in 16th International 
 Architecture Exhibition by La  
 Biennale di Venezia (Venice  
 Biennale) 2018 

9. Innovative Practice Award 2019, 
 awarded by Zero Project

10. Invited to present at Chuncheon  
 Universal Design International  
 Conference 2019 in South Korea,  
 and the 4th International Conference  
 on Special Education 2021

Enabling Village (EV) is an adaptive reuse of the Bukit Merah Vocational Institute built in the 1970s. Its 
transformation from an old school into an all-accessible inclusive space without barriers shows how innovation 
and accessibility is possible, even with challenging terrain and physical constraints.

Known for its lush greenery, EV is a sensory-friendly space not just for persons with disabilities, but also an 
inviting sanctuary for the neighbouring residents.

EV is not just a green lung in Lengkok Bahru, it is also the heart of the community. EV shows what a caring 
and inclusive society can be, and invites everyone to make Singapore our home where everyone belongs and 
persons with disabilities are valued as integral members of society.


